


Weather Service Office, listens in as Mike Patton, W3MJP, a member of the local
Skywarn Advisory Committee, makes contacts across the United States using the
call WX2PHI. (Photo courtesy of Lou Ruh, WX3I)

no finer reward than to know that their
efforts have given communities the pre-
cious gift of time, seconds and minutes
that can help save lives.

Who is Eligible?

The NWS encourages anyone with an
interest in public service and access to
communications, such as amateur
radio, to join the Skywarn program.
Volunteers also include police and fire
personnel, dispatchers, EMS workers,
public-utility workers, and other con-
cerned private citizens. Individuals affil-
iated with hospitals, schools, churches,
and nursing homes or who have a
responsibility for protecting others are
also encouraged to become a spotter.

How Can | Get Involved?

The NWS has 122 local Weather Fore-
cast Offices, each with a Warning Coor-
dination Meteorologist who is responsi-
ble for administering the Skywarn
program in his/her local area. You can
contact your local ARES or RACES
group to find out who the local amateur
radio Skywarn Coordinator is or contact
your local Weather Service Office. Many
local NWS websites have a link to the
local Skywarn program. Training to
become a spotter is conducted by the
local offices and covers information on
thunderstorm development, storm struc-
ture, and identifying potential severe-
weather features. In addition, you will be
taught what information to report and

how to report it. Classes are free and typ-
ically are about two hours long.

Additional Training

While the Skywarn training program
provides you with all of the information
you need to become a storm spotter,
many members of Skywarn have an
interest in expanding their knowledge of
the weather. One way of doing this is to
attend a meeting of a local chapter of
the American Meteorological Society
(AMS). According to the AMS, local
chapters have been a part of the soci-
ety’s framework almost from the begin-
ning of the organization, with the first
chapter formed in Boston in 1929. The
local chapters were viewed from the
start as an effective means of increas-
ing the awareness of meteorology
among the general public, as well as
providing a mechanism for local gath-
erings of professionals and weather
enthusiasts that would ultimately lead
to a growth in society membership. The
society now has approximately 125
active local chapters, including over 40
student chapters that specifically serve
the needs of meteorology students. The
AMS also sponsors a certification pro-
gram for broadcast meteorologists.

In the Philadelphia area, the Dela-
ware—Philadelphia Area Chapter of the
AMS has a variety of members from
local universities, the National Weather
Service, the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, local television stations, Sky-
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AMS Logo. Local chapters of the AMS

are a great way to learn more about the

weather, meet other weather enthusi-

asts, and introduce members to ham
radio.

warn spotters, students, ham radio
operators, and weather enthusiasts.
Over the past year there have been
speakers from the local universities on
local weather studies being done, as
well as Bill Read, KB5FYA, Director of
the National Hurricane Center. For fur-
ther information on local chapter activ-
ity check at the AMS chapter website at
<http://www.ametsoc.org/amschaps/
index.html>.

Possible New Warnings

The 2008 hurricane season was barely
over and some forecasters were sug-
gesting that new types of warnings
should be issuedin 2009. Hurricane lke,
the most destructive storm in the 2008
hurricane season, was not classified as
a major hurricane using the yardstick

NHC Director Bill Read, KB5FYA (with headset), gave Skywarn volunteers a per-

sonal tour of the National Hurricane Center. (Photo courtesy Julio Ripoll, WD4R)

forecasters have used for decades.
However, ke produced a catastrophic
storm surge and ranks as the third costli-
est tropical system to strike the U.S. in
150 years, behind only Hurricanes
Katrina and Andrew. Some forecasters
are considering modifying the Saffir-
Simpson scale. lke was only ranked a
Category 2 hurricane on the scale.
Hurricane scientists meeting in Miami
in mid-December, as this is being writ-
ten, will discuss, and perhaps act on, a
proposal to develop a new scale for
classifying hurricanes that better ac-
counts for storm surge. Gene Hafele,

meteorologist in charge of the Houston/
Galveston office of the National Wea-
ther Service, who is proposing the mod-
ification ,told the Houston Chronicle that
“It is not an easy issue, but | believe a
change must be made.” He continued,
“Bad decisions were made during lke
by both citizens and officials, based on
the notion that lke was a Category 2
storm and a feeling that ‘I have been
through a lot worse.’ It is hard to con-
vince people that they could face cer-
tain death when they see that a storm
is not even considered to be a major
hurricane.” Storm surge is determined
more by the size of the hurricane than
its wind speed.

National Hurricane Center Director
Bill Read, KBSFYA, has been non-com-
mittal on a possible change. However,
he eventually wants to deliver risk infor-
mation on forecast winds and storm
surge, perhaps by ZIP code, to resi-
dents within the potential path of a hur-
ricane. The pros and cons of the Saffir-
Simpson scale will be discussed at
April’s National Hurricane Conference
in Austin, TX.

Severe Weather Coming

It won't be long before severe weather
will strike some part of the country.
Flooding, tornadoes, and eventually
hurricanes will strike. Will you be pre-
pared? Now is the time to get ready.
Until next month . . .

73, Bob, WA3PZO
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