ANNOUNCEMENT

2009 FACULTY RESEARCH ENHANCEMENT AWARDS

OFFICE FOR ACCESS TO BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH
The Office for Access to Biomedical Research (ABR) is accepting applications for the 2009 Faculty Research Enhancement Awards (FREA). The goal of the FREA program is to enhance faculty research capability and competitiveness in basic and applied biomedical and behavioral sciences by providing faculty with seed grants in support of pilot research projects. The program is funded by a grant from the National Institutes of Health (NICHD/EARDA program) and administered through the ABR office (HLS II 395/392).
The program will distribute, on a competitive basis, grants (up to $10,000 each) to faculty for pilot projects. It is anticipated that approximately $60,000 will be available for funding pilot projects in the biomedical/behavioral and health-related sciences. Deadline for submission of applications is February 9th, 2000. Description of the FREA program, criteria for awards and guidelines for submission of applications are available on the ABR web site (www.fiu.edu/~abr).  Please note that as a result of major changes in the administration of the EARDA program at NICHD all FREA applications (a) must be prepared using PHS 398 forms and (b) will be initially reviewed, ranked and selected by the ABR Office before submission to NICHD/EARDA for final approval and release of funds for the pilot projects.  IF YOU PLAN TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION PLEASE SEND ME A LETTER OF INTENT WITH THE TITLE OF YOUR PROPOSED PROJECT NO LATER THAN JANUARY 20TH, 2009. APPLICATIONS FROM FACULTY WHO DO NOT SUBMIT A LOI INDICATING THEIR INTENTION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATER.
Key Dates

FREA PI Letter of Intent (LOI) submission to ABR Office: January 20th, 2009
ABR/FREA program LOI to the EARDA program:
February 1st, 2009 

Submission of FREA application to ABR: February 9th, 2009
Completion of internal/external review of FREA applications by ABR: March 3rd, 2009
Submission (ABR) of selected FREA applications to NIH: March 6th, 2009 (receipt date)
NICHD/EARDA Administrative review: May/June 2009 

Earliest anticipated date funds will be available through the ABR office: July 2009
Guidelines for preparing the application will be available through a link on the ABR home page (www.fiu.edu/~abr). The ABR office can be contacted at 305-348-6662 and 305-348-7019 or via Email at abr@fiu.edu. I can be reached at smiths@fiu.edu 
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