Abstract

Mangroves are often found in bay areas and islands around the mainland. They are extremely important to prevent erosion and storm surges due to frequent hurricanes. Mangroves have extensive prop-roots that anchor them into the ground. These prop-roots trap sediment and other material which makes them an excellent feeding ground and habitat for fish. Fish use the interconnected prop-roots for refuge and nursuries for their offspring (Nagelkerken et al. 2004). They also use the root system for mating and feeding because of the sheltering. Adult fish that have developed in the mangrove habitat often migrate to nearby coral reefs. For economic reasons it is important to protect mangroves, but they are still being destroyed by humans. Extensive coastal damage around the world has reduced their population and some countries have made it illegal to cut down a mangrove tree (Faunce et al. 2006).
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