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Abstract : The proximal effects of mangroves and seagrass beds to coral reefs involving many fish was tested in the island of Curaçao by Dutch scientists.  A visual census was used to account for the distribution densities of seventeen species in these fringing bay areas and coral reefs.  Juvenile and some adult fish species were followed from the speculation that they migrate in their adult stage to nearby coral reefs.  Their hypothesis stated that the fish densities in the coral reef depended the distance from their nursing areas, of which the most density would occur on adjacent reefs. 

Four categories of coral reefs were studied: reefs in front of bays with seagrass and mangroves, reefs between bays with seagrass and mangroves, reefs in front of bays with bare sediment, and reefs at great distances from seagrass and mangroves.  Six species were found in reefs adjacent to bay with seagrass beds and mangroves.  One species was found to have a decrease in density due to the increase in distance from the mangroves.  Their statistical data proved to support the research hypothesis that density and distance have an inverse correlation and the densities of nursuries and coral reefs have a direct correlation.  
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