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PROF. HARVEY

FREUD SUMMARY (see also FREUD CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS ROADMAP)
--Freud assumes (because he first works with a physical model of mind—nerve disorders) that there is an animating (but limited) amount of nerve energy

--hysterical symptoms in turn-of-the century women (19th-20th centuries) led him to posit the possibility of latent causes and manifest symptoms: paralyzed arms or muteness for no obvious physical reasons
--two points above led him to conceive of the mind as an enclosed economy of psychic/”nerve” energy, with the unconscious being the home of raw appetite/desire

--libido enwraps the infant, but gets reduced to genital sexuality as the infant matures into adulthood
--because closed system/economy—limited amount of “eros” energy--most satisfying if spent in wild bursts of impulse

--but we can’t do this (social taboos and danger of running out of libidinal impulses), so impulse is aim-inhibited and gets directed elsewhere

--into beauty, order, cleanliness, shoe fetish example, etc.  Freud, rather cleverly, makes libido/eros both a problem and a solution  
--you can rationally choose with your ego or super-ego when to satisfy or not satisfy an urge, but can’t control the fact that you have the urge in the first place
--this redirecting harnesses, sublimates, impulsivity of libido in the unconsciousness into culturally useful forms

--because of WWI/WWII, perhaps, also develops theory of death instinct/aggressive instinct, raw desire to destroy or fragment

--when aggressive instinct goes outward and twined with eros it becomes sadism; when aggressive instinct goes inward, twined with eros it can become masochism, or just super-ego (this seems true in the sense that the superego is irrationally ruthless in producing guilt!)

--if you don’t believe in aggression: why do you destroy ants when little, why burst little bubbles?
--if you don’t believe in unconscious: why this hyper-repugnance over excrement or seeing parents naked (of course not all cultures do have this repugnance … so peculiarly western; or western peculiarly neurotic!!!).

