History of Ideas

Prof. B. Harvey

Plan 2: Journal Revision Instructions
--The revised journal is due no later than the last day of finals week, by email.
--Combine your previous three journal installments and moderately revise them for style & content. TAKE THE TIME TO READ YOUR OWN PROSE SLOWLY, SO YOU CAN IMPROVE/CORRECT BOTH THE PHRASING PER SE AND THE NUANCES OF YOUR IDEAS.
--If you’ve now changed your mind about an author or idea, revise accordingly.
--For most of you, this should take about two or three hours.
--I remember well what you previously wrote, so revision is definitely expected.  You don’t need to turn in the original installments, however.  Trust me to know what is changed; just as I will trust you to make changes.
--Grades will be based on a reasonable good faith effort to revise.  I.e., “C” work revised to “B” work would get an “A” for this 10% of your grade.
Plan 1 or 2: Expansion Instructions
--If you do not intend to expand your six-page essay (Plan 2) or one of your three essays (Plan 1, most likely your third one), skip to Take Home Final Instructions below.
--It’s due April 20, the last day of class.
--Expanding and revising your essay gives you the opportunity to do something intellectually mature and also somewhat daunting.  I don't want you to just fix a few sentence problems or "squeeze out" additional pages.  You must scrutinize what you've said, looking for angles of complexity that need to be considered, for additional specifics that will help round out a train of thought, and so forth.  The goal will be to rethink/revise/expand your paper, making it as thoughtful and well-crafted as possible, and to integrate a little research, for a total of 10 or so pages.  

--The purpose of doing research, for this paper, is not:
            --to exhaust yourself tracking down other peoples' ideas
            --to provide a conveyor belt from the library to me
--to fill in the extra four pages with research but no further analysis or refinement of analysis
--The purpose is, however:
--to find some biographical or historical/cultural or literary-critical or scientific or sociological/psychological information that would help support your argument and ideas
--to integrate your findings in a fashion that buttresses your points but avoids dominating or rhetorically usurping them

--to discover the pleasure of tapping into a scholarly dialogue 
--You must integrate into your essay at least three significant pieces of research information from at least two different sources.  Quality, scholarly sources, used thoughtfully: this is key, not the amassment of quotes from a bunch of different sources.  
 --You may quote directly, paraphrase, or combine quote and paraphrase. I leave the choice or mixture to you, as long as you cite sources correctly (using whatever method you were trained in by your composition instructor or is appropriate to your major/discipline).   
--You may locate sources via the vast array of directories, indexes, and so on available to you through the FIU library website or via general WWW search engines.  The information must, however, come from a non-encyclopedia type source.  You can use essays or background materials that appear on the WWW, but only if they are written by real scholars (somewhere credit will be given on the site)—usually a professor at a university.  You should try to figure out what you want to find and how to find it on your own.  But I'll be available via email or during office hours if you end up needing some tips and assistance.
--Provide a Bibliography.
Plan 1 or 2: Take Home Final Synthesis Essay Instructions

--If you don’t want to write this, you must revise your paper as per above.

--The essay is due the last day of class.  

--You get to choose which question to respond to in an essay about six pages long.   Submit it single-spaced, however: i.e. 3 pages.

--You can submit more than six pages.  But the essay should be no longer than ten pages, and a tight five or six-page response will have just as much chance of success as a longer one.

--Integrate at least two brief quotes from Fiero in the Humanistic Tradition volumes, using correct citation methods.
--You may use other quotes from the readings (primary or secondary), but do not use up too much space quoting.  I.e. use quotes as evidence and for emphasis only.

--Effective organization, a decent style, and lots and lots of thoughtfulness are expected.  
--You can discuss with your classmates possibilities, approaches, or suitability of this argument or that argument.  You may draw upon my handout sheets. But ultimately the essay must be yours—mimicry of classmates or me will be very obvious, and will definitely not get rewarded.   
--Choose one of these two questions:

a) Western culture, from the time of the Renaissance, could be said to have increasingly worked towards the development and protection of individuality or liberty broadly conceived (think of, for instance, the “possessive selfhood” notion or Romantic interiority).  Discuss, using at least four of our main writers.

b) Take three or four of our main writers that seem, on the surface, to be fairly dissimilar and show an important continuity of your devising.

