AML 4231: Journeys to America

Professor Harvey

PAPER TOPIC FLASHLIGHT KIT

For those of you who are still “in the dark” about a possible topic, here are some flashlight beams to help you find your way.

TEMPEST

--good topics, as I’ve said several times, may be obtained by really brooding over a passage (I’ve suggested several in class).  Another way is to figure out how a particular character functions in a work—e.g., Miranda (isn’t she a bit dopey?) or the clown/butler/Caliban triad. 

INDIAN STORIES

--we seldom think (in the land of plenty, etc.) about how the need to have enough to eat relates to sociality or our social being.  This seems key, however, in several of the Indian stories (it would be OK to work on several of the stories).

ROWLANDSON

--sometimes there is spiritual food, and sometimes there is foreign food…

EQUIANO

--Equiano loses his parents when he is eleven, and seems to feel great affection for King.  Think about it.

FRANKLIN

--when you complete Franklin, reread the passage on the famous grid of virtues.  Is his device admirable or ….?

ASHBRIDGE (SOON TO BE READ—A SHORT TEXT)

--feminists/psychoanalysts-to-be in the class pay attention: here is a text for you!!!! (think about her relationship to the males in her life, including her father)

IRVING’S “RIP VAN WRINKLE” (SOON TO BE READ SHORT STORT e-text)

--another story feminists may find interesting.  Why does RIP flee into the woods?
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