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Florida International University (FIU) is an urban, multicampus, doctoral-
granting institution located in Miami, Florida’s largest population center, with
campuses at University Park and North Miami, selected programs offered in Davie
and Fort Lauderdale, and off-campus continuing education programs. The mission
of this state University is to serve the people of Southeast Florida, the state, the
nation and the international community by imparting knowledge through excellent
teaching, creating new knowledge through research, and fostering creativity and its
expression.

Chartered by the Florida Legislature in 1965, the University opened its doors
in 1972 to the largest entering class in United States collegiate history. With strong
undergraduate programs centered around a rigorous liberal arts core curriculum,
FIU now offers more than 200 baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral degree programs
through its many Colleges and Schools: Arts and Sciences, Business Administration,
Education, Engineering and Design, Health, Hospitality Management, Journalism
and Mass Communication, Nursing, and Urban and Public Affairs. The University
continues to balance its programs for full and part-time degree-seeking students and
to address the special needs of lifelong learners, traditionally and through distant
learning. Campus life fosters a sense of community which provides for the
intellectual, aesthetic, social, emotional, physical and moral development of
students while providing opportunities for leadership training, awareness of
cultural diversity, and a sensitivity to social issues and concerns.

Southeast Florida and FIU are alike in their explosive growth, rich ethnic and
cultural diversity, and quest for excellence. FIU is a leading institution in one of the
most dynamic, artistically expressive, and cosmopolitan cities in the United States,
the gateway for Latin America and the Caribbean. The continued globalization of the
world’s economic, social and political systems adds to the importance of FIU’s
mission, and combines with our subtropical environment, and our strategic
location to strengthen Southeast Florida’s role as an information and transportation
center.

From this unique setting we have derived four key strategic themes that
guide the University’s development: International, Environmental, Urban, and
Transportation and Information Systems. We focus on these themes with a
commitment to quality management and cultural diversity. To summarize the
University priorities: first, to graduate a well educated, ethnically diverse student
body by continuing to enhance our teaching and by broadening our graduate and
professional programs; second, to promote research and creative activities by
nurturing strategically selected disciplines which contribute to the social, artistic,
cultural, economic, environmental and technological foundations for the 21st
century; third, to solve critical health, social, educational, and environmental
problems through applied research and service. These strategic themes and
priorities guide our pursuit of recognition as one of America’s top 25 urban public
research universities by the end of this century.
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Accreditation and Memberships

All academic programs of the University are approved by the State Board of Education and the
Florida Board of Regents. The University is an accredited member of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools. The  professional programs of the respective schools of the University are
accredited or approved by the appropriate professional associations, or are pursuing full professional
accreditation or approval.

The University is also a member of the Association of Upper Level Colleges and Universities, the
American Association of State Colleges and Universities, the Florida Association of Colleges and
Universities, the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges, the National Association of
State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, a Charter Member of the Southeast Florida Educational
Consortium, and numerous other educational and professional associations.

The following agencies have accredited professional programs at the University:

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology
Accrediting Commission on Education for Health Services Administration
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications
America Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business
American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education
American Chemical Society
American Council of Construction Education
Commission for the Accreditation of Allied Health Education
Computer Science Accreditation Commission
Council of Graduate Schools in the United States
Council on Education for Public Health
Florida Consortium on Multilingual and Multicultural Education
Florida State Board of Nursing
Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board (LAAB) of the
     American Society of Landscape Architecture (ASLA).
National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences
National Association of Colleges of Nursing
National Association of Schools of Music
National Association of Schools of Pubic Affairs
National Council of Accreditation of Teacher Education
National League of Nursing
The American Dietetics Association
The American Medical Association
The American Health Information Management Association
The American Occupational Therapy Association
The American Physical Therapy Association
The American Society of Clinical Pathologists
The Council on Social Work Education

Intercollegiate Athletics

Florida International University is a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) and the Trans America Athletic Conference (TAAC). The University competed at the
Division I-AAA level since September of 1987, having competed successfully at the Division II levels
since 1972.


