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Presentation 2: Coral Diseases & Conservation
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Abstract:


 A coral reef can easily be swamped in algae if there are too many nutrients in the water. Coral will also die if the water temperature changes by more than a degree or two beyond its normal range or if the salinity of the water drops. In an early symptom of environmental stress, corals expel their zooxanthellae; without their symbiotic unicellular algae, coral tissues are colorless, revealing the white of their calcium carbonate skeletons, an event known as “coral bleaching”. The coral bleaching can lead to sucesstiablity to the previously metioned diseases. 

As one can see corals can be sensitive to environmental changes, and as a result they are in need to protected through environmental laws.The current worldwide degradation of coral reefs constitutes an international problem that calls for immediate attention. A multitude of conservation hotspots scattered over the circumtropical seas have been identified, but there has been no general agreement as to how to attack the problem. The major difficulty seems to be the lack of a priority system.
