Psychology PSY 4930

 Seminar in Research and Careers in Psychology

Summer C

Dr. Montgomery






Thursdays, 1400-1645 

Office hours:  Fridays, 2:30 – 4:30




Phone: 305-348-6679

www.fiu.edu/~montgomm  

WebCT--http://wc.fiu.edu:8080/webct/public/home.pl

Course Description

This seminar is designed to assist students in preparing for research and graduate training in scientific Psychology. It is limited to those students currently enrolled in Independent Research (or equivalent) under the direction of a faculty mentor.  Students are REQUIRED to be actively working with a faculty mentor on a research project for a minimum of 12 hours per week for the Summer C term. Through class activities, students will refine their refine their laboratory research skills, their internet research skills, and will develop their oral and written presentation skills. Students will also learn to actively investigate graduate programs and funding opportunities by pursuing information from a variety of sources.  

Prerequisite:  PSY 2020

Co-requisite:  PSY 4914 or 4916 or equivalent

Texts
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition)

Getting in:  A step-by-step plan for gaining admission to graduate school in Psychology (American Psychological Association, 1997)

Writing Papers in Psychology (Rosnow & Rosnow, 1998)

Requirements

· Computer access: required.  This is a web-assisted course.  Some assignments will be completed on the web.

· Attendance:  required.  Each student will be allowed one unexcused absence.  After that, unexcused absences will be penalized.

· Participation:  daily participation is required.  Each student will be required to make two  oral presentations (the final one in Power Point) during class.  

· Readings:  will be assigned as indicated. 

· Homework:  written work will be required for each class.   

· Pre-test and Post-test.  Taking the pre-test is mandatory.  But it will not count towards the grade.  The final exam will constitute part of the grade.  

Grading
100 Points total.

25 points = attendance and general participation.

25 points = final oral presentation (use of Power Point is required)

25 points = homework and reading quizzes.

25 points = final exam.  
90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D, < 60% = F.  
Instructional Guidance
Because this is a web-assisted class, I expect you to check in to the class webpage for assignments, instructions, previews of class notes, homework pages, and so forth.  Checking the class website twice a week—for example, Sunday and Wednesday—is habit that many students find helpful.

Tentative Schedule

Week 1
May  9

Class Organization/Course Pretest; Overview of specialties within psychology

Week 2
May 16

Psychology as science; Graduate school preparation

Week 3 
May 23

Prepare Preliminary Research Proposals  (Class will meet on-line)

Week 4
May 30

Presenting Preliminary Research Proposals

Week 5
June 6

Career Options in Psychology (guest speakers) 

Week 6
June 13

Career Planning and Preparation 

Week 7
June 20

Field trip to University of Miami; Research Lab Tour


Week 8
June 27

Independent Research (no class)

Week 9  
July 11

Preparing Materials for Graduate School

Week 10
July 18

Putting your Best Foot Forward on Standardized Tests

Week 11
July 25

FIU Research Lab Tour

Week 12 
August 1

Presentation of Research proposals

Week 13
August 8

Presentation of Research proposals

Week 14
August 15

Final exam

