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Butterflies, plants found at University preserve


Orange and black striped butterflies flutter over a red-flowered Scarlet Bush.  They slurp the flower’s nectar for the energy needed to flap away from potential predators.  But this isn’t a scene from the local zoo, it’s happening at the University Park’s Nature Preserve.


The Heliconius butterflies, as they are called, can be found flying around the east entrance of the Preserve between the Hardwood Hammock trail and the Pineland at University Park.


To protect the Scarlet Bush from unwarranted intruders, a stonewall barrier runs along the Preserve. This butterfly garden attracts hundreds of butterflies everyday that float around the flowers and plants that make up the garden.


FIU’s latest project for the Nature Preserve is known as the Preserve Butterfly Garden and has been organized by the Department of Environmental Studies……..
………the Butterfly Garden wasn’t built until about two years ago.  Michael P. O’Brien, a former student from Cooper City High School, along with other volunteers helped to build the garden as part of an Eagle Scout project……

………Michael O’Brien and the volunteers removed exotic plants in order to plant butterfly attracting plants, such as the Scarlet Bush.


Tom Pliske, a professor from the Environmental Studies Department, helped as the “butterfly expert.”  Since the preserve’s establishment, he has observed about 45 different species of butterfly in the Preserve.


At the garden, there are 12 informational points that are located next to a butterfly-attracting plant that is marked by a butterfly sign.  These informational points are used as a guide to present an overview of plants found in the garden.  There are also booklets for visitors that can be used as an educational resource to learn more about the garden and its butterflies.


“The booklets are really neat,” said senior Eva Salazar.  “I like going point by point and following along in my booklet.  It gives me a better understanding of what I observe.”


Students, who volunteer, as well as advocates of the environmental studies department, whom are the caretakers of the garden, maintain the Preserve…..

………”it’s a beautiful, peaceful and public site,” said junior Rayxa Mendez.  “I visit the Butterfly Garden every so often after my classes.  It’s a place I enjoy going after my classes.  It’s a place I enjoy going to when I need to take my mind off of studies and I know I can enjoy the peacefulness of the nature.”


The Preserve is located west of Panther Hall dorms and south of Pharmed Arena. For more information about the Preserve Butterfly Garden………….go to:

http://www.fiu.edu/~envstud/preserve/
