EDP 6506 Human Life-Span Development

Professor:  
Dr. Martha Peláez

Phone: 
348-2090; EB 242-B



spring 2007

Class Hrs:  
Tuesdays 5:00PM–7:40PM GC 283B

Office Hrs:  
Tuesdays 
1:00-4:30 pm



Wednesdays    3:00-4:30 pm



Thursdays
3:00–4:00 pm



By Appointment

GENERAL CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

EDP 6506 Human Development: Across the Life Span  (3 credits). Advanced survey of life span human development.  Demographic, physiological, sociological factors  contributing to optimal functioning from childhood through adulthood. Applications to counseling and education. (AR) 
This course offers an overview of Developmental Psychology focusing on three areas: theory, research and applications.  The dynamic processes responsible for developmental change and the complexities of life-span development are emphasized from biopsychosocial and behavior-analytic (learning) perspectives.  Genetics, physical, neurological, perceptual and learning-processes are reviewed, including language, attachment, and moral development.   Contemporary issues related to learning, memory and problem solving, emotions in adult life, social/ family relations, stress, depression, and anxiety are examined.  This course is organized topically and provides a view of sequences of changes that humans experience across the life span within each developmental domain.  Student participation, in-class presentations and research paper are required.
REQUIRED READING:

Novak, G. & Peláez (2004). Child and Adolescent Development:  A Behavior Systems `Approach. Sage Publications.
Sigelman, C. K. , & Rider, E. A. (2003) (Fourth edition).  Life-Span Human Development.  Thomson/Wadsworth.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (4rd. Ed.).  Washington, D. C.:  American Psychological Association.

SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL READING MATERIAL:

Kalish, R. A. (1982).  Late adulthood:  Perspectives on Human Development.  Brooks/Cole.

Peláez-Nogueras, M., & Gewirtz, J. L. (1994).  The learning of moral behavior: A behavior-analytic approach.  In W. Kurtines & J. L. Gewirtz (Eds.), Moral Development (pp. 293-342).  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.

Williamson, J. B., Munley, A. Evans, L. (1980).  Aging and society:  An introduction to social 
gerontology.  NY:  Holt, Rinehart & Winston. (Chap 2 is a required reading for 
EDP 6506)

RECOMMENDED/SUPPPORT READING MATERIAL:

Rogers, D. (1986). The adult years:  An introduction to aging. NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Thomas, R. M. (2000). Recent Theories of Human Development. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth. (in 
reserve/FIU library).

Vygotsky, L. S. (1988). Thought and language. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

(only selected pages).

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

Reading from the assigned textbooks and selected supplementary reading from scientific journals are used to introduce new topics and to provide the students with the foundation of underlying principles and knowledge base upon which to build understanding.  Reading in preparation for class work is one of the basic behaviors for sound learning. Thus, students are responsible for the text(s) and journal reading due on the days listed.  Classes are treated as seminars; first part of the class is dedicated to questions asked of the students about the reading due that day, discussion on the assigned reading and students' reactions to it; the second part of the class is dedicated to lecture and students' in-class presentations.


Class discussion and dialog between students and instructor actively involve the analysis, comparison, integration, application and communication of the reading material.


Students’ in-class presentations of a specific topic are used as a tool of self-discovery, reflection, and motivation.  Students become highly motivated on the topic assigned once they realize they are becoming experts on that subject.  Students' ultimate goal is to write a paper on the topic assigned by instructor. 

Exams
There will be two essay exams. These exams will be on issues discussed in class and/or the reading material.  The instructor will review the topics a week before the exam and  provide potential questions.

Term Paper
Students must prepare one term paper covering any of the areas stipulated in the topics assigned (term-paper topics will be provided by instructor). The paper will be based on required, recommended and other supplementary reading.   This will be a 10 (minimum) to 14 (maximum)-page paper pertinent to a particular topic from the reading list (the paper topics will be assigned--and they could be modified or improved with instructors’ approval). The research paper should be prepared according to the APA manual guidelines and will be graded in accord with the following dimensions: (a) appropriateness of the literature reviewed; (b) emphasis and quality of elaboration on the topic assigned (i.e., issue, research, comparison, review, critique, analysis and integrative view).

To ensure the students' success the paper will be written in two steps:

(1) After the paper topic has been assigned, students will prepare a list of references (primary sources) and write a one-page summary of the proposed review paper.  The list of references and the summary/plan will be discussed between the instructor and student and approved before proceeding with the final draft.

(2) The final paper will be due one week before the final exam. 
In-Class Presentation
If the class is less than 15 students, each student will make an in-class presentation on the topic assigned (see reading list) which would also be the topic of the paper.  The presenter should be considered the "local expert" on the material.  As such, she/he should be prepared to make clear an instructive presentation and to lead a discussion and answer questions afterwards.  Student should prepare his/her presentations ahead of time, being careful to link the material presented to issues concerning developmental psychology.  Student may speak using notes (in index cards) or overhead transparencies and are expected to organize the presentation carefully and to state his/her conclusions at the end. Presentations will be evaluated based on (1) the accuracy of the material covered in the presentation (content and research references cited) and (2) the handling/monitoring of the discussion and answering the questions.

Grading:
The course grade will be based on the two essay exams (midterm =30%, final =30 %) and the term paper/class presentation (40%). 

Grades will be assigned based on the following distribution:

      100 - 95 = A  (4.00 grade points)  
Excellent; superior

       94 - 90 = A- (3.67 grade points)  
Very Good

       89 - 87 = B+ (3.33 grade points)  
With merit; good

       86 - 84 = B  (3.00 grade points)  
Good

       83 - 80 = B- (2.67 grade points)  
Above-satisfactory

       79 - 77 = C+ (2.33 grade points)  
Above-satisfactory

       76 - 74 = C  (2.00 grade points)   
Satisfactory; minimum

       73 - 70 = C- (1.67 grade points)  
graduate competency

       69 - 60 = D (1.33 grade points)  
Unsatisfactory

       59 > = F (0.00 grade points) 
Failure

Calendar
DATE


TOPIC






Readings Due:

Jan 9


Overview and Course Introduction


Chap 1 Sigelman

Jan 16


Understanding Life-Span Development

Chap 1 Sigelman






















l

Jan 23


Theories of Human Development


Chap 2 Sigelman









Chap 2 Sigelman




Modern Developmental Theory



Chap 1 Novak




RESEARCH-PAPER TOPICS ASSIGNED






Jan 30


Theories of Human Growth and Development  

Chap 2 Novak




RESEARCH-PAPER TOPICS ASSIGNED

Feb 6


The Genetics of Life-Span Development

Chap 3 Sigelman











Chap 3 Novak




Feb 13


Pre-Natal Development & Birth



Chap 4 Sigelman

Feb 20


Cognition





Chap 7 Sigelman




PAPER 1-PAGE SUMMARY DUE
Feb 27


MIDTERM EXAM






Mar 6


Human Cognitive Development



Chap 7 Novak
Mar 13


LIBRARY DAY FOR PAPER––NO CLASS

read paper articles
Mar 20


SPRING BREAK




“
Mar 27


Learning and Development

     

Chap 8 Sigelman




Operant Learning




Chap 6 Novak

Apr 3


Learning continues




“
“


Apr 10


Self and Personality




Chap 11 Sigelman




Moral Development




Chap 12 Sigelman

Apr 17


Attachment and Social Relations


Chap 14 Sigelman









PAPER DUE





REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR FINAL
Apr 24


FINAL EXAM

