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For a person who has conquered his lower self by the divine self, his own self acts as his best friend.  But for that person who has not conquered his lower self, his own self acts as his worst enemy.  Bhagavad Gita

In ancient times there were great Taoist Sages.
Their way of living was so deep, so subtle, it cannot be directly explained.
Instead, here is how they looked:
Cautious, as if crossing the ford of a stream in Winter
Alert, as if surrounded by danger
Polite, as if they were always a guest
Yielding, like ice that is on the verge of melting
Sincere, like an uncut block of wood
Receptive, like a valley
Opaque, like muddy water.
Tao Te Ching

Course Overview

This comparative religions course examines the world’s major eastern and western religions, both ancient and contemporary.  They are studied from historical, psychological, sociological, anthropological, and archeological perspectives.  The religious beliefs, rituals, practices, creation stories, scriptures, myths, and spiritual leaders of indigenous peoples, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the New Age are studied with an eye toward understanding the similarities and differences between them. 

Course Texts

· Living Religions, 7th Edition, by Mary Pat Fisher [6th edition acceptable with some chapter number changes, but no changes in major chapter headings.]
· The MLA Handbook (Modern Language Association) is also recommended for writing class papers.  6th Edition or higher.
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, the successful student will be able to:

· Understand the key underlying beliefs and principles of the major eastern and western religions. 

· Discern the major similarities and differences between eastern and western religions, including cultural and historical contexts, as well as local, national and/or international contexts. 

· Be aware of the evolution and movement of religious beliefs from ancient to contemporary times

· Appreciate the early bases and origins of religion among Indigenous Peoples and Shamanic cultures.

· Critically analyze religions from a religious studies perspective.

Requirements, Assignments and Grading
1. Regular attendance and punctuality are expected by all.  Up to three absences will go without penalty.  Each additional absence beyond that will cause a drop of one rung on the final grading scale; i.e. A to A-, A- to B+, and so on.  Perfect attendance will be rewarded by one rung higher.

2. It is the student’s responsibility to be attentive, respectful, keep up with the work, and hand in assignments on time.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.

3. If a student is having any difficulties with the assignments, readings, papers, tests, punctuality, or attendance they should speak to the professor before it becomes a problem.  Good communication will lead to a good resolution of the issue.

4. Turnitin:  All papers will be submitted through the Turnitin website.  You will be given the class code and password before the paper is due.

5. Plagiarism is the theft of someone else’s intellectual property: their ideas, theories, concepts, opinions or words.  This will not be tolerated and will cause the guilty student to fail the class and be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs.  Whenever a student is unsure as to what constitutes plagiarism, they are encouraged to consult their professor.

6. Assignments and Grading

a. Three Tests (17% Each) Multiple Choice, Matching, True/False

b. One 750 Word Field Trip Essay Paper (24% + 5% if chosen for Oral Presentation): Visit a worship service or ceremony (temple, mosque, church, cathedral or worship facility) outside of your own religious background.  The list is shown below, but you can research and find your own organization to visit.  Write about your experience, what you observed, what you learned, how you felt, and anyone you interviewed.  Background research and interviews with priests, ministers, rabbis, imams, or other church officials are required.  Describe the service, building structure, rituals, smells, and anything else relating to the religion and the service.  Outstanding papers will be selected for oral presentation (5 minutes).  Students chosen to present will be given a week’s notice to prepare and will receive an extra 5% on their overall grade.  [Note:Respect the church or temple or mosque.  DO NOT TAKE NOTES DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICE, PRAYERS OR MEDITATIONS.  Do your research ahead of time and in interviews.  Sit quietly and participate appropriately during the worship service, following the other worshippers in what to do.  DO NOT MAKE ANY CRITICAL OR DISPARAGING COMMENTS TO ANYONE WHILE ATTENDING SOMEONE ELSE’S SACRED SPACE.]
c. One 500 Word Movie Essay Paper (20%): Watch and write on one of these movies: Dances with Wolves (Kevin Costner, Graham Greene), The Last of His Tribe (Jon Voight, Graham Greene), The Education of Little Tree (James Cromwell), The Mission (Robert DeNiro, Jeremy Irons), Thunderheart (Val Kilmer, Graham Greene), Gandhi (Ben Kingsley), Whale Rider (Keisha Castle-Hughes), Schindler’s List (Liam Neeson), Kundun (directed by Martin Scorsese), or The Passion of the Christ (directed by Mel Gibson).  Analyze, explain and discuss the themes of the movie, the spiritual and religious traditions, how the story affected you, and what it means today.

d. Class Participation and Attendance (5 % Total)

e. Extra Credit

1. 500 Word Movie Review (2% for first review, 1% for second)) on The Peaceful Warrior with Nick Nolte, The Da Vinci Code with Tom Hanks, or Joshua (F. Murray Abraham, Tony Goldwyn).  Explain and discuss the themes of the movie, the spiritual and religious traditions, how the story affected you, and what it means today.

2. 500 Word Movie Review (1%) on Jesus Camp.  Analyze the movie, especially what you liked/disliked about the religious training depicted and larger issues of the separation of religion and state in our country.

Local Religious Organizations

BAHAI

1. FIU Bahai Club 305-436-2490
2. Bahai Faith (South), 9300 S. Dixie Hwy.,Miami, Florida 305-570-8886
3. Bahai Faith (North), 4365 Rock Island Rd., Ft. Lauderdale, (North of Commercial) 954-524-4084

BUDDHIST
Remove shoes before entering!
4. Nichiren Buddhist Sokka Gakkai International, Miami Community Center, 20000 S.W. 36th St., Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33332 954-349-5200.
5. Avalokitesvara Buddhist Study Center (Buddhist) 7550 S.W. 82nd Court, Miami, Florida 33143 305-271-6361 or 267-8000 
6. International Zen Institute of Florida (Buddhist) Dharma House, 3860 Crawford Avenue, Miami, Florida 33133 305-448-8969 
7. Wat Buddharangsi Temple (Thai, Buddhist), 15200 S.W., 240th Street, Homestead, Florida 305-245-2702
8. Amida Temple ("Pure Land" Buddhist), c/o Kuang-Hsi Wu, 12815 S.W. 119 Terrace, Miami, Florida 33186 305-385-2866 
9. International Dharma Center (Buddhist), P.O. Box 141728 Coral Gables, Florida, 33114-1728 305-267-8000 (Ileana Davis) 
10. Kagyu Shedrup Chöling (Tibetan Buddhist) 1905 Monroe Street, Hollywood, Florida 33020 954-920-1346
HINDU
Remove shoes before entering!
11. Hindu Society of America. 9851 SW 168th St. Miami Fl., (3 blocks west of US 1) Times: Mon., Tues., Fri. 7:00 pm Sunday at 9am. 305-256-0828
12. Shiva Vishnu Temple 5661 Dykes Rd. (S.W. 160th Ave), Pembroke Pines (Davie) 954-689-0471 webmaster@shivavishnu.org (I-75 north, exit at Sheridan, go west to Dykes Road, then go north for about a mile, temple on the left) Sunday 10am
13. The South Florida Hindu Temple, 13010 Griffin Road, Davie, Florida 954-438-3675 info@sfht.org
14. Hare Krishna Temple, 220 Virginia St., Coconut Grove, Florida, 305-442-7218
ISLAM
The times to go are Fridays and Sundays at 1:30 p.m. Female students can bring a scarf with them if they don’t want to stand out, but it is not required.
15. Miami Gardens Mosque (Sunni) 4305 N.W. 183 street Miami, Florida 33055
16. Mosque of Miami (Sunni) 7350 N.W. 3rd Street, Miami, Florida 33126 305-261-7622
17. Masjid Al-Ansar (Sunni) 5245 N.W. 7th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33127 305-757-8741
18. Islamic School of Miami, Masjid al-Noor (Sunni) 11699 SW 147 Ave, Miami, FL 33196 (305) 408-0400, Tasnim Uddin, Principal of School Friday: 1:30 pm, Islam School on Sundays: 10am-12pm (behind the Exxon gas station)
19. Islamic Jafferia Association Imambara (Shia), 10554 N.W. 132nd Street, Hialeah Gardens, Florida 33016 (305) 557-6835 http://www.ijamiami.org/
20. Muhammad's Mosque # 29 (Nation of Islam) 5660 N.W. 7th Ave.,Miami, Florida 305-756-9136
JAIN
22. Contact Professor Neptune Srimal, Srimal@fiu.edu AC1-389, 305-919-5969
SIKH
Plan to attend Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.
21. Sikh Society of Florida, 16000 Sterling Rd., Pembroke Pines, Florida, 954-680-0221 (Same directions as to Shiva Hindu Temple, but closer to Sheridan on Dykes Road)

UNIVERSALIST

22.  Unity, Unitarian, Quaker (American Society of Friends) can be found in the Yellow Pages, and The Church of the Way of the Messiahs (786-201-2468).

JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN
Synagogues: Friday evenings, near Sundown; and Saturday mornings, 8:00 a.m. only. Bet Briera on Galloway (87th Ave) between Kendall and 112th St. recommended for Friday evening service
Christian churches: Roman Catholic, Protestant, Greek Orthodox: 11:00 a.m. morning service. Consult Yellow Pages for synagogue or church nearest where you live.
Students are encouraged to do detective work and find representatives of the other major world religions in Miami or the South Florida area: Taoism, Confucianism (Chinese), Shinto (Japanese), Self-Realization Fellowship, and Zoroastrianism (Persian/Iranian, and mostly in Bombay, India).

Class and Reading Schedule
F  5/8

Lesson: What is Religion and the Beginnings of Religion I?


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 1: Introduction
F  5/15

Lesson: The Beginnings of Religion II

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 2: Indigenous Peoples 

F  5/22

Lesson: Indigenous Religions


Movie: 500 Nations



Reading for Next Class: Chapter 3: Hinduism

F  5/29

Lesson: Yin Yang Principles and The Hindu World I
Test I (Chapters 1 and 2)

F  6/5

Lesson: The Hindu World II


Reading for Next Class: Chapter 5: Buddhism
R  6/12

Movie: Little Buddha
Project Due: 500 Word Movie Paper
F 6/19

Lesson: The World of the Buddhist I
Reading for Next Class: Chapter8: Judaism

F 6/26

Lesson: The World of Judaism I


Test II (Chapters 3 and 5)

F  7/3
Fourth of July Holiday (No Class)
F 7/10 
Lesson: The World of Judaism II

Reading for Next Class: Chapter 10 Islam
Project Due: 750 Word Field Trip Paper
F 7/17

Movie: The Message
F 7/24

Lesson: The World of Islam I
F 7/31

Lesson: The World of Islam II
F 8/7

Test III Final Exam (Chapters 8 and 10)
Appendix: Dr. Norris’ Tips for Excellent Opinion Essays
1. For all of your papers you will use the Modern Language Association (MLA) format and style, including the parenthetical referencing format for research paper citations.

2. Paper Requirements:

a. Minimum of five paragraphs with an introduction and conclusion.

b. Show the Word Count at the end of the body of the paper to prove you have met the paper’s requirement of 750 words.  The 750 words do not include the Works Cited page.  You may write more than 750 words, but not less without a grade penalty.

c. Encyclopedias, Wikipedia, and dictionaries are not references for college papers.  Additionally, original source books such as the Bible, the Quran, the Vedas, and so on are not considered reference books.  You may use these source books, of course, but not as one of your references.

d. Do not hand in the paper in a folder or plastic cover.

e.  Hand in all papers at the beginning of class.

3. Outline your paper (pages 51-6 in the MLA Handbook show a Sample Outline) and develop a strong Thesis Statement.  Underline the Thesis Statement in your paper.

4. Follow MLA format for paper and citations.  Your paper should look exactly like the Sample Paper on pages 320-21 of the MLA Handbook, including:

a. Proper margins, font, and font size (Arial 12 or Times New Roman 12 is best); 

b. Accurate identifying information (name, professor, course, date);

c. A clear, interesting title;

d. Double spacing throughout the paper.  Do not double double space between paragraphs.  The indent at the beginning of the paragraph is all that is needed to show the start of a new paragraph.

e. Page numbers on each page with name;

f. Correct parenthetical referencing; and

g. Separate Works Cited page (alphabetical order by author last name).

5. Plagiarism is the intellectual theft of someone else’s ideas and words.  You must cite all information that is not yours.  You may not cut and paste from websites, and make that the basis of your paper, even if you cite the material.  You must do the writing, paraphrasing and summarizing.  You may not have someone else write the paper for you.  Plagiarism will lead to failing the paper, and possibly the course, with a referral to the Office of Student Affairs as an ethical violation. 
6. In an opinion essay, we expect you to present strong, logical arguments to support your position.  Avoid “glittering generalities” that do not say anything.  In doing so, you must give credit to any experts you use—their ideas, words, comments, opinions, theories—but you must cite/reference all information that does not come from your own head.  FIRES is always a good acronym to remember the key elements of any good paper: F = Facts, I = Incidents, R= Reasoning/Rationale, E =Examples, and S = Statistics.
7. If you are going to cite sources, read Chapter 6 in the MLA Handbook on parenthetical referencing.  Most of your parenthetical references should look like this.  They are found throughout the body of the paper just after the information cited, so they can come in the middle of a sentence, at the end of sentence, or the end of a paragraph as appropriate.

a. Sentence (last name of author + page).  There is no comma between author and page.

b. Sample: …but Muhammad thought he was going mad when Gabriel first spoke to him (Armstrong 151-52).  Notice this is not a quote, but a paraphrase.

c. Electronic Internet parenthetical references still need to be short and may show the author or part of the name of the article.  For example: (Robinson) or (“Report on Polar Bears”).

8. Learn how to do an interesting and challenging introduction and conclusion (to keep the reader’s interest).
9. If you struggle with your writing, go to the FREE Writing Center on campus for help with your paper before you turn it in.
Dr. Thomas L. Norris

