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Marifeli.Perez-Stable@fiu.edu
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Office hours:  Tuesdays 3:00-4:30 or by appointment

Reading Materials
Keith Faulks, Political Sociology: A Critical Introduction, New York University Press, 
2000.

Sydney Tarrow, Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics, 2nd 

edition, Cambridge University Press, 1998.
Seymour Martin Lipset, American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword, W.W. 

Norton & Company, 1996.

Robert D. Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy, 

Princeton University Press, 1993.

Frances Hagopian and Scott Mainwaring (eds.), The Third Wave of Democratization in 

Latin America: Advances and Setbacks, Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Introduction
Political sociology is the study of power and its roots in society, i.e., the relationship between the state and civil society.  Faulks’ Political Sociology is as useful and clear an introduction to the field as I have seen.  He also provides us with a chapter-by-chapter addition readers which I highly recommend.

After Faulks, we take up Tarrow’s Power in Movement.  Contentious politics refers to the actions of ordinary citizens against elites, authorities, and opponents.  More influential or experienced citizens often lead these citizens into organizing and sustaining their grievances in a social movement.  Having started with common purposes, social movements also tend to coalesce new collective identities.  Social movements are a modern phenomenon that developed in the West’s 18th century and have continued to the present.
The United States since its founding, Italy since the 1970s, and Latin America since the 1980s are the focus, respectively, of American Exceptionalism, Making Democracy Work, and The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.

Lipset  uses the rise of the “American Creed” –liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, populism, and laissez-faire— to make the case for U.S. exceptionalism, which carries neither a laudatory nor a derogatory meaning.  Rather the United States is an “outlier.”  Putnam examines the results and consequences of institutional reform and decentralization in two Italian towns, Seveso in the north and Pietrapertosa in the south. The Hagopian and Mainwaring reader is an analytical overview of Latin America’s wave of democratization since 1979.
The following is a partial list of the ideas and concepts we will develop in this course.
· The interrelationships between capitalist development –particularly since the 19th century’s industrialization— and changes in the state and civil society

· Conflict and consensus as essential pillars for understanding historical transformations, social change, and the role of the state
· Institutions (e.g., the three branches of government) and structures (e.g., the concentration of capital from the late 19th century to the present)

· Human agency, i.e., people’s actions.  His 19th century style apart, Marx says it best in the Eighteenth Brumaire: 

Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under given circumstances directly encountered and inherited from the past.

· Ideas –e.g., democracy, religion, nationalism— are also part of the “circumstances…inherited from the past” and should always be given their due in the analyses of social scientists and historians.  Among classical sociologists, Max Weber is best advocate of bringing ideas in, front and center. 
· Overcoming or, at least, mitigating, inequality –whether economic, political, status-based, gender, race, ethnicity, or geographic (within countries and among different regions in the world)— is a powerful drive of social movements and, hence, essential to our understanding of historical transformations, social change, and the role of the state.
· Democracy is, in Winston Churchill’s words, “the worst form of government except all the others that have been tried.”  Civil liberties and institutional checks and balances are necessary –if not sufficient— conditions of democracy.  Though imperfectly, being responsive to citizens over time –through institutions or social movements— is one of the reasons democracies consolidate and endure.
Meeting Schedule
August 28-September 4 & 11

Faulks, Political Sociology

September 18 & 24 and October 2
Tarrow, Power in Movement
October 9, 16, & 23


Lipset, American Exceptionalism
October 30, November 6 & 13
Putnam, Making Democracy Work

October 30



PAPER PROPOSALS ARE DUE
November 19 & 27 and December 4
Hagopian & Mainwaring, The Third Wave of  Democratization
December 11



PAPERS ARE DUE





AN INCOMPLETE IS NOT AN OPTION

Requirements
1. This course is a seminar.  While my responsibility is to set the thematic table, it’d be in vain if you don’t participate.  Every week, I expect you to circulate a short memo (250-500 words) via email to your fellow students and me on the assigned reading BEFORE we meet. 
2. A paper –20-25 pages (5500-7000) words— on a topic of your choice in consultation with me.

· I will meet with each of you individually to discuss the paper either on September 24 or October 2.
· On October 30, paper proposals (five to eight pages) are due:  a brief statement and development of your topic or a carefully done annotated outline plus an  annotated bibliography of sources.

·   http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill1.htm provides a seven-step guide to the research process which I highly recommend
· http://library.fiu.edu.ezproxy.fiu.edu/Research/UserAidsInternetResources.aspx also provides guidance for doing research

· The following are additional links to internet sources.
SocioLog

http://www.sociolog.com/
Dead Sociologists’ Index

http://www2.pfeiffer.edu/~lridener/DSS/INDEX.HTML
Electronic Journals and Magazines

http://www.sociosite.net/index.php
Librarians’ Internet Index
http://lii.org/search
Social Sciences Virtual Library

http://www.dialogical.net/socialsciences/
Independent Guide to Sociological Resources in the Internet

http://www.socioweb.com/
More Sociology Links

http://socserv2.mcmaster.ca/w3virtsoclib/
· Use The Chicago Manual of Style to prepare your paper.
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