SYA 6126 Sociocultural Theories B

Spring 2008
Dr. Marifeli Pérez-Stable

DM 338

stablem@fiu.edu
305-348-1296

Office hours:  Mondays 3:00-5:00

Texts
George Ritzer, Contemporary Sociological Theory and its Classical Roots, 2nd edition, McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2007.
Charles Lemert, ed., Social Theory: The Multicultural & Classical Readings, 3rd edition, Harper Collins Publishers, 2004.
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Penguin 20th Century Classics, 2002.
Robert C. Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd edition, , WW Norton & Company.
Sigmund Freud, Moses and Monotheism, Vintage Books/Random House, 1955.
John J. DiIulio, The Godly Republic: A Centrist Blueprint for America’s Faith-Based Future, University of California Press, 2007.
Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents, WW Norton & Company, 2003.
Jagdish Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization,  Oxford University Press, 2004.
Charles Tilly, Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons, Russell Sage Foundation, 1984.
READING PACKET
Available at the Sociology & Anthropology office.

CLASSICAL THEORY

Anthony Giddens, Classical Social Theory and the Origins of Modern Sociology

R.W. Connell, Why is Classical Social Theory Classical?

Charles Tilly, Why Read the Classics

20TH CENTURY

Lewis A. Coser, Marxist Thought in the First Quarter of the 20th Century

Lewis A. Coser, Sociological Theory: From the Chicago Dominance to 1965

C. Wright Mills, The Middle Classes in Middle-Sized Cities

C. Wright Mills, The American Business Elite

George C. Homans, Bringing Men Back In

Ralf Dahrendorf, Out of Utopia: A Reorientation of Sociological Analysis

Neil McLaughlin, Origin Myths in the Social Science: Fromm, the Frankfurt School and the Emergence of Critical Theory

RELIGION AND SOCIAL LIFE
Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life
Mark Edmundson, Defender of the Faith?
Peter Steinfels, A Revisionist Historian Looks at Religious Toleration

Paul Davies, Taking Science on Faith

The Economist, In God’s Name
INQUIRY AND UNDERSTANDING

Craig Calhoun, Sociology, Other Disciplines, and the Project of a General Understanding of Social Life

Charles Tilly, Three Visions of History and Theory

Robert Alford, The Craft of Inquiry

Assignments
· Keep a notebook on your weekly readings and include 3-5 questions you think are important, unclear, or provocative for each reading (15 percent).
· Write a quality paper on a major sociological school in which you identify principal proponents, its key concepts, and the evidence or types of variables used to make the concepts operational. Due: April 23 (50 percent).
· A take-home exam which will be a warm up for the theory competency exam that all PhD students in Sociology and Anthropology take. Due: April 7 (35 percent).
Weeks 1-4
Classical Theory
January 7, 14, 28, February 4
· Ritzer, chs. 1-3
· Packet: Classical Theory, Giddens, Connell, Tilly

· Lemert: Marx, pp. 48-65; Durkheim, pp. 71-83; Weber, pp. 100-125; Split Lives in the Modern World, pp. 157-185; Mead, pp. 220-225
· Marx-Engels Reader:  pp. 66-125; pp. 146-200; pp. 221-293; pp. 469-500; pp. 586-664
· Weber, Protestant Ethic, pp. 1-202

· Packet:  Religion and Social Life, Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life; Steinfels, A Revisionist Historian
Week 5
Freud

February 11

· Lemert: pp. 125-148

· Freud, Part III, Moses and Monotheism
· Packet: Religion and Social Life, Edmundson, Defender of the Faith

Weeks 6-7
Contemporary Grand Theories
February 18-25
· Ritzer, chs. 4-5

· Lemert: pp. 187-269; pp. 271-309; pp. 339-363
· Packet: all articles under Twentieth Century
Week 8
Postmodernism
March 3
· Ritzer: ch. 9

· Lemert: pp. 405-504

Weeks 9-10
Globalization

March 10, 24

· Ritzer: ch. 10
· Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents
· Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization
Week 11
Religion in the Contemporary World
March 31
· DiIulio, The Godly Republic
· Packet:  The Economist, In God’s Name

Weeks 12-13
Inquiry and Understanding

April 7-14

· Tilly, Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons
· Packet: all articles under Inquiry and Understanding plus Davies, Taking Science on Faith under Religion and Social Life
