NSF Proposal Evaluation Criteria

Please provide detailed comments on the quality of this proposal with respect to each of the two NSF Merit Review Criteria identified below, noting specifically the proposal's strengths and weaknesses. As guidance, a list of potential considerations that you might employ in your evaluation follows each criterion. These considerations are suggestions and not all will apply to any given proposal. While you are expected to separately address each NSF Merit Review Criterion, you are requested to address only those considerations that are relevant to this proposal and for which you are qualified to make judgements.
In addition, please provide an overall rating and summary statement that includes comments on the relative importance of the two criteria in assigning your rating. Please note that the criteria need not be weighted equally.

What is the intellectual merit of the proposed activity?
Potential considerations: How important is the proposed activity to advancing knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields? How well qualified is the proposer (individual or team) to conduct the project? (If appropriate, please comment on the quality of prior work.) To what extent does the proposed activity suggest and explore creative and original concepts? How well conceived and organized is the proposed activity? Is there sufficient access to the necessary resources?

What are the broader impacts of the proposed activity?
Potential considerations: How well does the activity advance discovery and understanding while promoting teaching, training, and learning? How well does the proposed activity broaden the participation of underrepresented groups (e.g., gender, ethnicity, disability, geography, etc.)? To what extent will it enhance the infrastructure for research and education, such as facilities, instrumentation, networks, and partnerships? Will the results be disseminated broadly to enhance scientific and technological understanding? What may be the benefits of the proposed activity to society?

