


                    U.S.P.S. SENATE MINUTES




 MEETING OF OCTOBER 7TH 2009

Welcome by Chairperson James Mickle.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved. The treasury report remains the same. James mentioned that we don’t have a treasurer yet.
There was no representative of AFCSME to give a report. 

OLD  BUSINESS:

James said the Senate has incorporated all full time employees of the University. A&P employees are now represented within the USPS senate. We are now called the University Support and Professional Staff Senate. A letter is in the making to inform the University community of this change; it is pending Dr. Rosenberg’s signature. 
NEW BUSINESS:

James spoke regarding the election of officers for Senate positions next month.

Someone asked James for clarification on the new name of the USPS employees and Senate, and if there had been a memo regarding this new classification. James explained that the Senate had voted in March on the name change. Answering more questions, James explained that we are not a bargaining unit but an information and dissemination organization and talked about what the Senate basically entails and the difference between the Senate and AFCSME. Someone brought up the issue of the leave hours and the cap on the maximum of hours we can accrue.  This issue was discussed by a few of the attendees voicing their concern over the possibility of losing some of their accumulated hours. Another question came up on the performance evaluations and James said that he will check with AFSCME  President, Willy Johnson, regarding the vote that is supposed to take place to approve the new evaluations procedures.
Someone asked if the attendance to the USPS Senate meetings could be counted as part of our 20 hr. training requirement, and suggested that it be brought up for consideration to the H.R. department. Rod Stumhofer from BBC said we could bring to the attention of AFSCME issues which we would like to be considered or taken up for discussion with H.R. Rod put forth a motion to have the issue of the annual leave cap brought up to the bargaining table when the present contract is up for revision. The motion was seconded and approved.
James talked about the talent show and asked for volunteers for the organizing committee. The show will be an open mike event where University employees bring up their artistic talents. H.R. is leading the committee and the Senate is supporting it. Damaris Rubio will sit with James in the committee.

The USPS picnic is being planned for February on a weekend, probably to a Saturday. It will be  sponsored by the Senate and co-sponsored by the Administration. James asked for volunteers for the committee which will entail soliciting for door prizes from vendors, following up with them, ordering catering and rental chairs, etc.   Anyone who would like to volunteer can contact James.

A brief discussion followed about promoting the Senate to new employees. Someone mentioned having the representatives talk to their co-workers to encourage attendance to the meetings. Some other ideas were discussed to promote the Senate and inform new employees of the Senate activities.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Ofelia C. Adan-Fernandez

Recording Secretary
